

   Bible Overview 


God’s Big Picture 

Introduction                                     
Ephesians 1:3-23 is one of the most remarkable descriptions of God’s plan and purpose within the whole of the Bible. In this passage Paul takes us from before the creation of the world to the time of fulfillment – the time when everything will be brought together under one Head namely Christ.
Study Questions                                       
​These questions help you to see clearly what the text is saying. This is a vital first step towards understanding what the section means. The questions should be answered from the text itself. 


Read the passage and divide it into sections. Read through each section, noting any key words and striking ideas. Give each section a heading which sums up the main idea of the section. 
1. In Ephesians1:3-14, what are the main things God does for Christians? What does each of these mean?
 

2. What is God’s ‘will’ or ‘plan’ in 1:3-14, and what is He doing about it? How does everything that these verses say God is doing, fit in with His plan?
3. In 1:3-14, what is God’s part in what He is doing, and what is Jesus’ role? What does this teach us about God and Jesus?
4. What is Paul praying for in 1:15-19a? How does God and His plan as they are described in 1:3-14 (note the ‘for this reason’ in v15) influence Paul’s prayer? What is Paul’s main underlying request?
 

5. To what extent are the things Paul prays for the things you pray for and want for your own life?  How can grow in this area?


6. What does 1:19b23 teach us about God’s power? How does God’s power relate to His plan, i.e. why is Paul telling us about God’s power here?
7. How should this passage change your understanding of what God is doing and of what the gospel is all about? How should this change your attitude to God, Jesus and yourself?
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