Study The Gospel of John

Priority in Prayer
Introduction

John chapter 17 presents us with the longest recorded prayer of Jesus — a
prayer for Himself (vs1-5), for His Disciples, including those who will
believe through the message of Jesus’ original followers (vs6-25). The
prayer is prayed in the Upper Room on the eve of Jesus’ betrayal, arrest
and execution. It thus reflects His great priorities both for Himself and His
disciples. In Jesus’ prayer we are taught the meaning of eternal life and
reminded of the purpose of Jesus’ mission. We are reminded that the
world into which Jesus sends His disciples to continue His mission is a
hostile world and thus we are assured of the keeping power of God on
behalf of all who belong to Him. And we are reminded of the importance of
the holiness and the unity of believers as we seek to live lives which are
different from and attractive to the watching world.

Study Questions

These questions help you to see clearly what the text is saying. This is a
vital first step towards understanding what the text means. The questions
should be answered from the text itself.

Read John 17vs1-26. Answer the following questions:
1. How is Jesus’ mission described in John 17vs1-5?

2. What is Jesus’ referring to when He prays for His glorification?



3. How are Jesus’ disciples described in John 17vs6-267?

4. What does Jesus pray for on behalf of those the Father has given
to Him? (John 17vs9-26)

5. From this chapter, what would you say is Jesus’ desire for for His
people?



