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The Good Shepherd
Introduction
John chapter 10 records one of the most famous of Jesus’ ‘I am’ sayings
namely ‘I am the good shepherd.’ The initial part of the chapter describes
a scene that would have been very familiar for Jesus’ hearers – that of the
local shepherds calling their sheep from the village sheep-pen. But behind
this familiar practice lies a very important truth about God, a truth made
clear both in the Exodus and again in Israel’s return from Exile. In both of
these events, God acts as the shepherd of His redeemed people, rescuing
them from bondage and leading them to the Promised Land. Of particular
importance in this regard are the words of Ezekiel 34 where God promises
to shepherd His lost and scattered people and to bring them back to
Himself, giving them rest and good pasture.

Study Questions
These questions help you to see clearly what the text is saying. This is a
vital first step towards understanding what the section means. The questions
should be answered from the text itself.
Read John 10vs1-42. Answer the following questions:
1. What differences are there between “the shepherd of the sheep”
and “the stranger” or the “hired hand”? (John 10vs1-13)

2. What did Jesus’ hearers fail to understand from this figure of
speech?

3. What truths should be drawn from Jesus’ calling Himself
a. The Gate of the sheep? (John 10vs7-10)

b. The Good Shepherd (John 10vs11-15)

4. What does John 10 teach us about Jesus’ flock?

5. What does John 10 teach us about the relationship between
Jesus and the Father?

6. Why, according to John 10vs22-26, do people reject Jesus?

7. Of what can Jesus’ sheep be assured? (John 10vs27-30) Why?

Think it Through
1. How does John 10 fulfil what is said in Ezekiel 34?

