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The Life Giver
Introduction
In John chapter 11, we read of the raising of Lazarus from the dead and of
Jesus’ extraordinary claim to be ‘the Resurrection and the Life.’ Such a
claim would of course have been both bizarre and indeed blasphemous,
were it not true. And it is precisely to authenticate this claim about Himself
that Jesus raises the dead man. But the story of the raising of Lazarus
does more than authenticate Jesus as the Life Giver. It shows His
compassion for those living in a world ruled by death; it shows Jesus’ full
dependence upon and confidence in His Father, and it once again shows
the mixed reaction to Jesus’ words and deeds from among the people and
Jewish authorities.

Study Questions
These questions help you to see clearly what the text is saying. This is a
vital first step towards understanding what the section means. The questions
should be answered from the text itself.
Read John 11vs1-54. Answer the following questions:
1. How did Jesus respond to the news that Lazarus was seriously ill?
Why? (John 11vs1-6)

2. How do the disciples react to Jesus’ plan to return to Judea? How
does Jesus answer them? (John 11vs7-16)

3. What do the statements of Martha and Mary and the questions of
the crowd imply about Jesus? (John 11vs21,32,37)

4. What claim does Jesus make about Himself?

5. How should we interpret
a. Jesus’ tears (vs35)

b. Jesus’ anger (vs33,38) (note ‘deeply moved’ could be
translated as angry)

6. What does the raising of Lazarus prove about Jesus? (3 things –
vs25, vs27 & vs41-42)

7. How do the religious leaders respond to the raising of Lazarus?
Why?

Think it Through
1. What should we believe about Jesus in the light of this story?

