
                    1 John

                                        The God of Love
Introduction                                     

In 1 John 4vs7-5vs5 we are presented with the three tests of true faith and authentic assurance for a third and final time. Familiar themes abound – faith, obedience and love as the hallmarks of true faith and the basis of lasting assurance. But in this section there is a slight variation in John’s method. In dealing with the three evidences or tests of true faith to this point, John has dealt with each test in turn, in the order moral, social and doctrinal with a brief interlude between the social and doctrinal tests. In this section he begins the social test (1 John 4vs7-12), followed with the social and doctrinal test combined (1 John 4vs13-21) and ending with a combination of all three tests (1 John 5vs1-5).   

In this study we look at the first if these three subsections (1 John 4vs7-12) and look for a third and final time at love for the brothers as evidence of authentic Christian faith. The passage, although brief, is packed with theological truth, not least the doctrine of God as the God of love, the One who is love, and who, in love, gave His Son as the propitiation for our sins.  
At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following questions from the text 
· What does it mean to say that God is love?
· How does this passage contribute to John’s purpose of assuring true Christians?
Read 1 John 4vs7-12
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 Observe: 

1. The exhortation to ‘love one another’
2. The statement that ‘God is love’
3. The definition of love in 1 John 4vs10
4. The clear teaching that love is a necessary attribute of all who claim to know God
5. The reference to God’s love being made complete in us if we love
?Think: 
1. Why, according to this passage should Christians love one another?
2. How should the fact that ‘God is love’ influence our thinking regarding assurance? 
3. What does it mean to say that God is love? How can we be sure that God is love?
4. What does it mean for John to say that God’s love is made complete in those who themselves show love to others?
! Understand / Apply


1. What answers can you give to our key questions?
Study
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